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Cheng Lun thought anxiously of his son who lived
quietly in his house but disappeared almost every
night. Sin-Yang didn't think of his daughter Ai-lan.
She was safely married, her husband had to think of
her or not, just as he pleased.

The petition was the all important thing.

The date for which the first session of the new
Parliament had been fixed, was approaching. It was
rather to be feared that the majority of the assembly
consisted of dangerous individuals hostile to Yuan Shi
Kai. And Yuan Shi Kai was the man who had saved
China from collapse, prevented agrarian reform and
other ills. The convocation of the new Parliament
was an acute threat over the heads of all well-meaning
people. The best thing was to restore the monarchy.
Yuan Shi Kai had discussed the question with the
members of his Council. His fat face was full of
worry and grief.

" Restoration of the monarchy is China's only
salvation,*' he said. "Reconstruction of the old,
blessed order. You all know how loyal I am to the
Manchu * dynasty.............."

-   The  faces  of  the  former  high  officials  of  the
Manchu expressed glad joy of serious consent.  Yuan
Shi Kai looked still more worried.

-   " The Son of the Heavens who retired from the
leadership   of   the   state/'   he   said   bowing   to   an
invisible being, " still lives in Pekin.   But the divine
Hsuang Tung has only reached the tender age of ten
years.   To. expose him to the strain of Imperial rule
ia our trouftje^. 'times might mean his death.  It would
equal to tfte.critoSe of killing the Son of Heavens. We
have to wait till he is grown-up.    But people are